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R it is a matter of concern that such frivolous and unjust
litigation by governments and statutory authorities are on the increase.
Statutory Authorities exist to discharge statutory functions in pubhc
interest. They should be responsible litigants. They cannot raise
frivolous and unjust objections, nor act in a callous and highhanded
manner. They can not behave like some private litigants with
- profiteering motives. Nor can they resort to unjust enrichment. They
arc expected to show remorse or regret when their officers act
negligently or in an overbearing manner. When glaring wrong acts by
their. officers is brought to their notice, for which there is no
- explanation or excuse, the least that is expected is restitution/restoration
to the extent possible with appropriate -compensation. Their harsh
attitude in regard to genuine grievances of the public and their
indulgence in unwarranted litigation 1equnes to be cmrected e
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e The reluctance to take decisions, or tendency to chaxlcnge all
orders agambt them, is not the policy of the governments or statutory
authorities, but is attributable to some officers who are responsible for
takmg decisions and/ or officers in charge of litigation. Their reluctance
arises from an instinctive tendency to protect themselves against any
future accusations of wrong decision making, or worse, of improper
motives for any decision making. Unless their insecurity and fear is
addressed, officers will continue to pass on the responsibility of
decision making to courts and Tribunals. The: Central Government is
not attempting to deal with this issue by formulating realistic and
- practical norms for defendmg cases filed against the government and
- for filling appeals and revisions against adverse decision, thereby,
eliminating unnecessary litigation. But, it is not sufficient if the Central
Government alone undertakes such an exercise............ Vexatious and
unnecessary litigation have been clogging the wheels of justice, for
too long making it difficult for courts and Tribunals to provide
easy and speedy access to justic. to bonafide and needy litigants."
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